HALL OF FAME?

When I think of a Hall Of Fame player I think of the wow factor.  You know when you say to yourself, “man that guy is just flat out awesome”.  What I don’t think of is a good player, an above average player, a nice guy, a compiler of stats, a great player.  You need to be head and heels above the others to be considered a Hall of Fame Player.  You need to be one of the greatest ever. 
Bill Mazeroski had a career average of.260 and the most RBI’s he ever had in a season was 82.  He had 138 career home runs and managed to compile 27 career steals.  He did have a .983 fielding percentage and was definitely one of the best defensive players in his era.  He hit one of the greatest home runs in baseball history to win the World Series in game 7 for the Pirates.  The Hall of Fame is not the Hall of the Greatest Home Run in Baseball History.  I look at these statistics and the only thought that comes into my head is “are you kidding me!”  
Phil Rizzuto has a career average of .273, 28 career home runs and one 200 hit season.  Yes he had a good fielding percentage of .968.  Hall of Fame – I think not.  Pee Wee Reese has a career average of .269 and three of those seasons he batted in the .220’s.  Most hits he had in a season were 172 and his fielding percentage was .968.  Nice guy yes, hall of fame career – give me a break.  
Not to upset anyone but Cal Ripken, Jr. in the Hall of Fame? Really?  How about we put his consecutive games streak in the hall of fame, but leave him out.  Career average of .276 and 431 career home runs in 21 plus years.  Maybe the greatest compiler of statistics and phantom all-star appearances ever.  I don’t ever remember watching him play and going WOW like you did with Brooks Robinson or Mike Schmidt.
I could continue listing the underwhelming players and their career accomplishments but I won’t, because I think you get the picture.  Well, if you open your eyes and take a logical look at some of these players in the Hall of Fame you should come to the same sad conclusion. In some cases, the Hall of Fame has become the Hall of Above Average; Hall of Nice Guys; Hall of Average; Hall of Compilers; and Hall of I wasn’t good enough to get in the first time but I got better 25 years after I retired. 
Why is it that there are 152 players that were put into the Hall of Fame by the veterans committee?  I’m missing something here.  Since they retired and did not get elected into the Hall of Fame did something change to make them better?  You either are a Hall of Famer or you are not.  
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